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topic is often described as “the theory
of electromagnetic fields and waves,”
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truth is that electric fields, magnetic
fields, their sources, waves, and the
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16.3: Plane Electromagnetic Waves.
Mechanical waves travel through a
medium such as a string, water, or air.
Perhaps the most significant prediction
of Maxwell’s equations is the
existence of combined electric and

magnetic (or electromagnetic) fields
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that propagate through space as
electromagnetic waves.
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